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Affillate on the Road Agai

) |

by Shigeru Nakamura and Michael J. Lucey

he veardy US Plant Tour by Japan Affiliate mem-
bers was held 5 - 9 November 2012, combined as
always with follow-up participation in the ISPE
Annual Meeting. During the tour, members vis-
ited six plants in five days.

A total of 18 [SPE members traveled to the US, including
Plant Tour Organizing Committee Members Shigeru Nakia-
mura as Affiliate Oficer/Head of Secretariat, Michael Lucey,
Adjunet Director, and two other Committee members who
also serve on the Affiliate Board, in addition to the 14 tour
registrants. Effective advance support also was provided
by Affiliate Executive Director Masayuki Akutagawa and
Adjunct Director Mason Waterbury.

The group comprised seven visitors from pharmaceuti-
cal companies, five from engineering companies, four from
construction companies, and two from equipment-related
companies. The following are highlights feom each plant
visit
Merck's Vaceine Bulk Manufacturing Facility (VBF) Program
of Projects is the Facility of the Year Award (FOYA) Overall
Winner for 2012, Located in Durbam, North Carolina, the

Affiliate membars and hosts at GSK In Research Triangle Park,
North Casolina

tors saw the interstitial modules and HVAC modules for the
utility facilities which support production facility operations.

The Girolami Research Center Jocated in Research Triangle
Park (RTP), North Carolina, combines laboratory and pilot
plant functions and is capable of producing up to P2a class
of solid medicines, injections, inhalants, vaccines, topical
formulations, among others, This impressive GSK facility
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